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A Warm Welcome as you worship with us today! Whether you are here for the 

first time or a long time member, know that you are welcomed in Christ’s Name, 

joined to be with us, Christ’s Body the Church, as we worship God.    

We love having children worship with us!  We invite parents or care givers to sit 

with their child(ren) around one of our children’s worship tables where they can 

be a part  of our service and engaging in quiet activities. Children’s bulletins and 

activities are located on the tables inside the sanctuary.   Currently,  our Nursery 

is not staffed.  You are welcome to accompany your own child at our Nursery, 

located near the kitchen. 

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube: @HolyTrinityEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

All Worship Services are livestreamed and available to watch on YouTube after the 

service ends. 

 

At Holy Trinity, we welcome and affirm everyone—because God welcomes 

and affirms everyone— regardless of age, race, ability, ethnicity, gender 

identity, sexual orientation, or other life circumstance. You are welcome. 

Your family, children, friends, spouses, and partners are welcome. You are 

welcome, whether you are a believer, a doubter, or a seeker. Your diversity 

and uniqueness are welcomed and affirmed into the full life of Holy Trinity. 

You are wanted here. 
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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 24, 2023 — 8:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

Prelude Music “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Dot Kasik 

Welcome 

Christmas Eve Prayer 

P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 

your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
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Hymn ELW 283 — Please stand as able— 
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First Lesson   

During this reading, all four Advent candles and then the Christ Candle are lit, symbolizing that, 

with Christ’s birth, God’s Light has dispersed the darkness of our broken world. 

L: A reading from Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

  2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

 on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
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 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

L: Word of God, word of life 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Hymn ELW 289 — Please stand as able— 
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The Christmas Gospel, Part 1 
P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 2:1-7 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn ELW 279 — Please stand as able— 
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The Christmas Gospel, Part 2 
P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 2:8-20 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn ELW 270 — Please stand as able— 

 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn ELW 267 — Please stand as able— 
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Prayers of Intercession  
 
LD: Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our 

prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
 

— A brief silence—      
 

LD: Glory to you, God, for the song of the angels, proclaiming to the world 

Christ’s holy birth. Give your church a joyful song to sing, that we bring 

the good news of peace and salvation to all people. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: Glory to you, God, for the stars that shine in the depth of the night. 

Provoke awe in our hearts at the expansive mystery of the cosmos. Open 

us to find beauty in the clear darkness of night and in the first glimmers 

of dawn. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: Glory to you, God, for the child born to us who establishes a kingdom of 

justice and righteousness. Break bonds of oppression, bring 

reconciliation to warring lands, and establish peace from this time 

onward and forevermore. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: Glory to you, God, for Mary’s loving care. Lead us to tend to one another 

in time of need. Share the comfort of your presence with all people 

tonight who are alone or separated from loved ones due to 

estrangement, incarceration, or illness.   We pray especially for those 

whose names we say out loud or silently.     — A brief silence—    Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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LD: We pray for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the New 

England Synod, and their leaders.  We also pray for all of our partners in 

mission and ministry, locally and abroad.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD:  Glory to you, God, for the faithfulness of the shepherds in their vocation. 

Grant rest to any who feel exhausted from their work during this season: 

retail and restaurant workers, church musicians, administrative staff, 

and clergy, organizers of charitable-giving events, and service workers 

doing essential tasks. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to 
your abundant grace. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 

P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them.  

MEAL 

Offering 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set.  

 

Choir Anthem “I Wonder as I Wander” 
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Offertory Prayer    

LD: Let us pray. 

Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows 

from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come 

among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in 

need. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, delight and joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the 

Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 

vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be 

drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy    

C: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

 Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory and Your grace. 

 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who 

 Comes in the name of the Lord God most high. 
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Words of Institution  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Now as our Lord has taught us, we are bold to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 

now and 
forever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread  

P:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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The Reception of Holy Communion —Please be seated— 

As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and wine, 

the body and blood.  Gluten free wafers are available for those who need them.   If you would like to 

receive communion, but you are unable to come forward, please ask someone to talk to the ushers and 

we will bring communion to you. 

Communion Hymns:   

While others are communing, you are invited to sing a communion hymn or to meditate on the 

readings and prayers for the day.   Communion Hymn #1: ELW 296 
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 282 
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Communion Hymn #3: ELW 278 
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Communion Hymn #4: ELW 290 

 
Lighting the Christmas Candles: 

P: Almighty God, You have made yourself known through Jesus, Redeemer 

of the world. You have filled our lives with the light of the world, who 

came and lived among us. Let the light of faith shine in all we believe, in 

what we say, and in all things we do.  

Pastor will take the light from the Christ candle to share with the ushers who will assist in passing the light 

through the sanctuary. Individual candles will be lit by tipping only unlit candles to receive the flame from 

those already lit. Worshipers are cautioned not to tip burning candles, lest hot wax spill. Adults are asked to 

assist and help children.   
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Hymn ELW 281 — Please stand as able— 

 
 



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  19 

Blessing  —Please remain standing— 

Pastor Luther will lead our congregation with a Blessing. 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace. Share the light of Christmas. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Please carefully extinguish the individual candles                                       

and return them to a basket in the narthex.   

As you depart, go renewed in God’s promise in Christ for you.  Be 

safe in your travels!   May this Christmas season offer you peace! 

 

Please return to join us for worship in-person or online:  Sundays at 9:30 AM. 

Church Office Hours: Sunday-Thursday 9:00 AM—4:00 PM 

 (603) 436-1704       office@htelc.com  

facebook.com/holytrinityevangelicallutheranchurch 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #44656. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved..  

 

 


