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WELCOME 
to Holy Trinity 

 

A Warm Welcome as you worship with us today! 

Whether you are here for the first time or a long 

time member, know that you are welcomed in 

Christ’s Name, joined to be with us, Christ’s Body the 

Church, as we worship God.  

Your presence at worship is a gift!  

 

 

 

We love having children worship with us!  At this 

moment, our Nursery is not staffed.  You may find 

Children’s bulletins and activities on tables inside 

the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests: Prayer Request Cards are 

available indoors on the Usher’s Table.  Simply fill 

one out and hand it to the Pastor, or place it in the 

Offering Basket. 

 

 

 

Emergency Pastoral Contact: If you need a 

Pastoral Visit, or you’re experiencing a Pastoral 

Emergency, pastoral care is available for home or 

hospital visits, emotional support, and church 

ceremonies. Please contact Mark in the Church 

office and he will provide you with the Contact 

Pastor information during daytime and after work 

(emergencies) hours. Email office@htelc.com or 

call (603)436-1704 and leave a voicemail message. 

 

 

Reconciling in Christ  

 At Holy Trinity, we welcome and 

affirm everyone—because God 

welcomes and affirms everyone—   

regardless of age, race, ability, ethnicity, gender 

identity, sexual orientation, or other life circumstance. 

You are welcome. Your family, children, friends, 

spouses, and partners are welcome. 

You are welcome, whether you are a believer, a 

doubter, or a seeker. 

Your diversity and uniqueness are welcomed and 

affirmed into the full life of Holy Trinity. 

You are wanted here. 
 

Tell members where to go to learn more. 

 

 

Donate to Holy Trinity: You can 

place your offering in the offering plate 

during the service.  We appreciate what 

you are able to give to help support our 

church and our ministries.  Thank you.  

 

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube: 

@HolyTrinityEvangelicalLutheranChurch 

All Worship Services are livestreamed and available to 

watch on YouTube after the service ends. 

 

 

 

 

To give online, visit 

www.elexiogiving.com/App/Giving/htelc  OR scan this 

QR code with the camera app on your phone. 

 

 

December Celebrations! 

Happy Birthday! 

Pam Shaw, Jerry Schock, Richard Swiatocha, 

George Parseghian, Annika Mellow, Jeanne 

Dalzell, Erlinde Beliveau, Steve Bush, Dick 

Topping, Shirley Jackson, Fran Mallon, Lena 

Olsen, David Reinhard, Brett Larson, George 

Saufley, Robert Refsdal, Linda Marshall, 

Richard Anderson. 

Happy Anniversary! 

Tom and Susan Duderewicz 



 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 
4:30 PM: Bible Study (ADVENT TIME CHANGE) 
6:00 PM: Advent Soup Supper 
6:30 PM: Holden Evening Prayer 

THURSDAY, December 22 
8:30 AM: Property Team 

Saturday, December 24 
4:00 PM: Christmas Eve Worship – Family 
8:00 PM: Christmas Eve Worship – Candlelight 
SUNDAY, December 25 
9:30 AM: Sunday Worship 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY  

 

 

Health Issues: Franklyn Vosburg, Jerry Schock, Pastor Linn Opderbecke, Alice Peterson, George Parseghian, 
Sarah Meier, Judy Hollister, Don Gindlesperger, Steve Bush, Joyce Rivoire, Richard Anderson, Yvonne Topping, 
Dave Smith, Larry Sanders, Hazel Larson, Leo Larson, Linda Swiatocha.  Homebound:  Carol Saufley, Edith 
Rowan, Barbara Werdelin, Ron Evers, Dave & Joyce Rivoire, Anita Lindstrom.  Military:   Josh Bretz, Matthew 
Hanrahan, Brendan Podszus, Jacob Schankis, Jessica Chabot. 
 

Friends:  Martha LaPerle (Betty King’s friend), Cinda DeWerff (Rich Wilcox’s sister), Sage Pirnie (Jessica 
Feeley’s friend’s grandchild), Anita Creager (Jill & Jerry Schock’s friend), Susan Fischer (Lois Kfoury’s cousin), 
Katy and Sherry (Shirley Jackson’s daughter and sister), Linda Smith and Bill Hutchins (Jill Larson’s friends), Geri 
Sieg (former member of Holy Trinity), Casey Lavoie (Stephanie Goupil’s friend), Monica Amundson (Julie 
Moore’s friend), Danielle Elwanger & family (Bobbie Febbo’s granddaughter) Linda Aten (Rich Wilcox’s sister). 
 

Prayers will be listed for 6 weeks unless told otherwise. If you would like a prayer concern listed in the bulletin, please fill 
out a Prayer Request at the Usher’s table or contact the Church Office at office@htelc.com. 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear 

a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is 

Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of 

the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. On this final 

Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of 

the one born to save us from the power of sin and 

death. 

NOTES ON TODAY’S SERVICE  

 
Musician(s): Jon Bock, Jon Koelker, and Dick Topping 
Choir Director: Jon Koelker 
Sound System: Mark Donahue & Franklyn Vosburg 
Counters: Julie & Bill Kath 
Liturgical Deacon: Glenn Oswald 
Lector: Bill Kath 
Altar Guild: Julie Moore 

 

This Week: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-

19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

Next Week: Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97;  Titus 

3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

 
 

LECTIONARY 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 
 
Sunday, December 4:          100 (In-Person) + 16 (Online) =  116         Offering:     $5,992.40 
Sunday, December 11:          85 (In-Person) + 28 (Online) =  113          Offering:     $2,446.45 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-25/0
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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – Sunday, December 18, 2022 — 9:30 a.m.  

Contemporary Worship Service 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness  — Please stand as able— 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

— Silence is kept for reflection— 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 

humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 

and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 

do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 

may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

          Amen. 
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P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn ELW 723 — Please stand as able— 
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Greeting 
P:  May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Kyrie  ELW S203 — Please remain standing— 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 

C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that 

eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
The remaining lessons appointed for use on this Sunday are located in the announcements of 

this worship booklet. You are invited to read them during the collection of offerings or 

Communion. You are also invited to take this booklet home with you and read the lessons and 

prayers as part of family worship or individual devotions. 
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First Reading  —Please be seated— 

L: A reading from Isaiah 7:10-16 

 10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 

not put the Lord to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 

also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 

you are in dread will be deserted.” 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading   
L: A reading from Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

L: 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

C: 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

L: 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

C: 4O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  

L: 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

C: 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
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L: 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

C: 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

L: 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

C: 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message   

The children are invited to come forward to join the Pastor at the Chancel for a message. 

ELW 240, verse 4 
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Gospel Acclamation ELW 533, verse 5 — Please stand as able— 

 

Gospel  — Please stand as able— 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 1:18-25 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she 

was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, 

being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 

planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do 

this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 

are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 

this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
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  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but 

had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 

named him Jesus. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon               —Please be seated— 
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Hymn of the Day                  ELW 264   — Please stand as able— 
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Nicene Creed 
P:  Let us confess our faith using the Nicene Creed. 

C:   We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the                       

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
LD: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 

world that yearns for new hope. 

 —A brief silence—      

LD: God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the 

church. Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, 

and lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident 

that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous 

variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. 

Protect creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming 

temperatures. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom 

and justice for all people. We pray for the work of international 

organizations that promote peace and human rights, especially Amnesty 

International. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter 

migrants, refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to 

individuals and families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or 

impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely.  We pray 

especially for those whose names we say out loud or silently.                                            

—A brief silence—            God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LD: We pray for the members of our call committee as they seek to discern, 

on our behalf, a new leader to guide us in our mission so that we may 

move forward together in peace, unity, love and service.   God, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: We pray for our partners in mission and ministry: Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop 

James Hazelwood and the New England Synod, Pastor Livingstone 

Msungu and the Isimani congregation in Tanzania, Fundaninos 

Orphanage in Guatemala, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land and Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Congregation, Ascentria 

Care Alliance and Camp Calumet.  God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 
P: May the peace of the Lord, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them.  

MEAL 

Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, 

money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
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Offertory Hymn  Church Choir 
 

Offertory Prayer  —Please stand as able— 

P: Let us Pray. 

C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 

your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience 

and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 

your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 
As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and 

wine, the body and blood.  There will be a single communion station around the altar.  You will 

receive a wafer (gluten free wafers are available).  Next you may take a pre-filled glass of wine.  

Please put the glass in the basket by the baptismal font or the lectern.  Pre-filled Communion 

Cups are still available for anyone uncomfortable coming forward to the altar.  If you would like 

to receive communion from the Pastor, but you are unable to come forward, please ask 

someone to talk to the ushers and we will bring communion to you. 

Dialogue  —Please remain standing— 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 

promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And 

so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn 

Holy, Holy, Holy    —pg. 190—      
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and 

in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are 

you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s 

openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word 

made flesh. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and 

resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus.  

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May 

your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit.  

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 
Feel free to use the version of the Lord’s Prayer you are most comfortable with. 

 

P:  Now, as our Lord taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Communion     — Please be seated— 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.  While others are 

communing, you are invited to sing a communion hymn or to meditate on the readings and 

prayers for the day.    
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The Breaking of the Bread  — Please remain standing— 
 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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Communion Hymns:   
Communion Hymn #1: ELW 239  
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 474 
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Communion Hymn #3: ELW 482 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #44656. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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SENDING 

The Prayer after Communion   
P: Let us pray. 

C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth 

to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 

your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Rites of Passage and Announcements  

The congregation is invited to share birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events in the 

life of its members. Subsequently, brief announcements may be made, especially those related 

to the congregation’s participation in God's mission in the world. 

Blessing  —Please stand as able— 
Pastor Zeigler will now lead a blessing for the end of our worship service, leading into our 

Sending Hymn.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church      22 

Sending Hymn ELW 266 v. 1-3 —Please remain standing— 

Dismissal   
LD: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 







Advent and Christmas Eve 

Midweek Worship - December 21. 

Bible Study at 4:30 PM  

Soup and Supper at 6:00 PM 

Holden Evening Prayer at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary.                           

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship: Sat. December 24 

4:00 PM (Family Service) 

8:00 PM (Eucharistic Service) 

Our 8:00 PM service will be livestreamed on htelc.com, 

and available to watch anytime afterwards. 
 

Christmas Day Worship: Sun, December 25, 9:30 AM.  

A service of lessons and carols, no communion.  

 

New Years Day Worship: Sun, January 1, 9:30 AM.      

A  service of lessons and carols, with communion.  

 

 

 


