
Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday after Epiphany – January 17, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. Service 
 

Gathering Song:  ELW 821 “Shout to the Lord” 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts 
are burdened by sin— our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, 
failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit 
the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious 
God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you 
know them; receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed 
away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s 
forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s 
reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
First Reading: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; 

  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  

 5You encompass me, behind and before, 

  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  

 15My body was not hidden from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 



 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your 

book; 

  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 

 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the sum of them! 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  

 

Gospel Reading: John 1:43-51 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know 
me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he 
said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

Sermon 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastor will begin a time of prayer.  You are invited to add petitions to this time of prayer. You may end your 
petition:  “Lord in your mercy.” The congregation will respond: “Hear our prayer.”  
 
The Lord’s Prayer and Communion 
 
Sending Hymn:    ELW 496 “One Bread, One Body” 
 
Benediction and Dismissal 


