
Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Third Sunday of Advent – December 13, 2020 – 8:30 a.m. Service 
 

Gathering Song:  ELW 248 “People Look East” 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 
We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been 
Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us 
each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are 
free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 

strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if 
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with 
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John 
was baptizing. 

 
Sermon 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastor will begin a time of prayer.  You are invited to add petitions to this time of prayer. You may end your 
petition:  “Lord in your mercy.” The congregation will respond: “Hear our prayer.”  
 



The Lord’s Prayer and Communion 
 
Sending Hymn:    ELW 247 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 
 
Benediction and Dismissal 


