
Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of Advent – December 6, 2020 – 8:30 a.m. Service 
 

Gathering Song:  ELW 249 “On Jordan’s Bank” 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 
We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been 
Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us 
each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are 
free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 

strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

First Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 

will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 

leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with 

fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home. 

 

  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 

without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 



out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastor will begin a time of prayer.  You are invited to add petitions to this time of prayer. You may end your 
petition:  “Lord in your mercy.” The congregation will respond: “Hear our prayer.”  
 
The Lord’s Prayer and Communion 
 
Sending Hymn:    ELW 255 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” 
 
Benediction and Dismissal 


