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Third Sunday of Advent 

WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY 
Your presence at worship is a gift! Take a moment to introduce yourself to someone near 

you. To our visitors, we offer a special welcome and invite you to sign the visitor’s sheet near 

the entrance. Please allow us to get to know you by staying for refreshments and fellowship. 

If you are new to Holy Trinity, please turn the next page for more information. 

 

 



Worship Information 
A Warm Welcome as you worship with us today! Whether you are here for the first time or a long 

time member, know that you are welcomed in Christ’s Name, joined to be with us, Christ’s Body the 

Church, as we worship God.    

Children: We love having children worship with us!  We invite parents or caregivers to sit with their 

child(ren) around one of our children’s worship tables where they can be a part  of our service and 

engaging in quiet activities.    If  your  child  gets  restless,  an  usher  can  show  you  and your 

children to our fully staffed Wiggle Room (Nursery) where your children can play until they are able 

to return. One of the attendants will give you a pager in case your child needs you. 

Communion: It is our privilege to welcome you to the Lord’s Table! We welcome all who are 

baptized and wish to receive the promise offered in the bread and wine, the Body and Blood of 

Christ, to come and share in receiving Holy Communion. As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that 

it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and wine, the body and blood.  If you do not wish to 

receive communion but would like to receive a pastoral blessing, please come forward and cross 

your arms over your chest and the pastor will bless you instead. 

Prayer Requests: Prayer Request Cards are available at the usher's stand, or can be filled out using 

our website under the Need Help page.  Simply hand your prayer request to the Pastor or an usher. 

Worship Photos & Videos may be taken for the purpose of posting in the media of our 

congregation.  The photographer’s credit will be provided and any image will be removed upon 

request.  Parents are asked to fill out a release form concerning images of minors and no minor’s 

pictures will be used without consent. 

Personal Hearing Systems are available from an usher for anyone who has difficulty hearing and 

understanding the service. Visual Problems?  In addition to the large print bulletins, we can offer 

you bulletins on your tablet or smartphone. See the Church Office for details. 

Missed Last Week’s Service? Our weekly Sermon is available to listen on our website, htelc.com, 

under Worship, and Recent Sermons.  Subscribe to our podcast on iTunes & Stitcher. 

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/holytrinityevangelicallutheranchurch 

 

Congregational Council & Leadership 
Dave Smith, Council President 

Cristina Dolcino, Vice President 

Linda Edwards, Treasurer 

Krissy Thistleford, Secretary 

Joan Bauer, Council at Large  

Julie Moore, Council at Large 

Paul Karl, Council at Large 

 

TBD, Worship & Music Team 

Lara Scammon, Faith Formation Team 

Dot Kasik & Pam Shaw, Library Team 

David Arrington, Stewardship Team 

Cheryl Brigham, CaringConnections 

Ron Indorf, Domestic Social Ministry 

Kurt Kasik & Cristina Dolcino, International Social Ministry 

David Mercer, Property Team 
 



Today at Holy Trinity 
8:30 AM: Contemporary Worship   9:30 AM: Christmas Pageant  11:00 AM: Traditional Worship      

Emergency Contact Information: Please call the church office at (603) 436-1704 and wait for the voicemail 

options.  When instructed, press 6, and you will be immediately transferred to Pastor Krick’s cellphone. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Week At Holy Trinity 
Day Date Start End Event 

Tuesday 12/17 06:00 PM 07:00 PM 8:30 Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesday 12/18 09:30 AM 10:30 AM Bible Study 

    06:00 PM 06:30 PM Midweek Worship 
  

 
06:30 PM 07:30 PM Adult Forum: Reconciling in Christ 

Thursday 12/19 08:30 AM 11:00 AM Property Team 
  

 
05:30 PM 07:00 PM Bell Choir 

Friday 12/20 06:00 PM 09:00 PM New Grounds Coffee House 
Sunday 12/22 08:30 AM 09:30 AM 8:30 Sunday Worship 

    10:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 Choir Rehearsal 
    11:00 AM 12:00 PM 11:00 Sunday Worship 

 

Worship Assistants 

 8:30 Contemporary Service 11:00 Traditional Service 

Musical Director Jon Koelker Ken Galle 

Musical Accompanist Jonathan Bock & Dick Topping Jonathan Bock 

Liturgical Deacon Glenn Oswald Rich Swiatocha 

Lector Dave Arrington Leslie-Lynne Darling 

Acolyte Jeremiah Sihotang Isabella Clemmons 

Ushers Scott & Leslie Carson Alice & Franklyn Vosburg 

Counters Paul & Lauren Gianino Barry & Phyllis Philbrick 

Greeters Jo Whiting & Tracy Barry Jill & Jerry Schock 

Roving Greeter Helen Goransson Byrl Short 

Chalice Bearer Gisela Wemple Ken Galle 

Sound System Mark Donahue Mark Donahue 

Altar Guild Pam Shaw Julie Moore 

Coffee Set Up Scott Carson 

Coffee Clean Up Bob & Judy Hollister 

Last Week at Holy Trinity 
Date Worship Attendance Offering 

Wednesday, December 4 24 
$4,668.55 

Sunday, December 8 110 (8:30) + 55 (11:00) = 165 
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Prayer Concerns 

Please include the following in your daily prayers: 

Members & Attenders 
Health Issues: Edna Di Nola, Leah Waldschlagel, Hazel Larson & Family, Mary Kuck, Tina Waterman,              
Robert & Sally Rindfleish, Susan Rindfleish, Emily Beliveau, Jackie Kohlhase, Franklyn Vosburg,                            
Grover Marshall, Brendan Podszus, Jean Klein, Jerry Schock, Shirley Jackson, Sue Anderson,                          
Margareta Claesson, Mark Beliveau, Pastor Linn Opderbecke.                                                                     
Homebound:  Madeline Brandt, Marie Edin, Everett Nelson, Carol Saufley, Shirley Bauer, Edith Rowan.  
Military:   Josh Bretz, Matthew Hanrahan, Brendan Podszus, Jacob Schankis, Jessica Chabot. 
 

Friends 
The Vocell Family (Jeremy & Krystal Small’s friends), Jamie Stevens (Jill Larson’s sister), Matthew Seeley (Elinor 
Young’s niece’s partner), Kari King (Stephanie Goupil’s sister), Cinda DeWerff & Linda Aten (Rich Wilcox’s 
sisters), Judy Sieg (Geri Sieg’s daughter-in-law), Marion Viole (Joyce Rivore’s friend), Caleb Gray (Andy & Nancy 
S Gray’s grandson), Garnet D. Wilcox (Rich Wilcox’s brother), Nancy Burpee (Dave and Joyce Rivoire’s friend), 
Jill Hanrahan (Leslie Darling's daughter-in-law), Richard Marshall (Grover Marshall’s brother), Fred Keen (Rich 
Wilcox’s brother-in-law), Todd Abild (Julie Moore’s brother), John Barry (Tracy Barry’s son), Lynn Geraci & Judi 
Thomson (Jill & Jerry Schock’s friends), Martha Laperle (Betty King’s friend) 
 

Prayers will be listed for 6 weeks unless told otherwise. If you would like a prayer concern listed in the bulletin, 
please fill out a Prayer Request at the Usher’s table or contact the Church Office at office@htelc.com. 

Lectionary (Readings) 

This week: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10;               
Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

Next week: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

Notes on today’s services 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for 

the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in 

church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open 

our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

(Isaiah 35:1-10) The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 

God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no 

need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

(Matthew 11:2-11) John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-

12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that 

God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 

 

 

 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-22/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-22/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-22/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-12-22/0
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Announcements

Altar Flowers have been placed on the Altar by 

Scott & Leslie Carson for the Glory of God. 

Christmas Pageant: This year’s Christmas Pageant 

is “Starry Night, Noisy Night” on 12/15 at 9:45am.  

Please join us after fellowship today in the 

Sanctuary for this year’s Christmas Pageant. 

Holden Evening Prayer: Please join us on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm during Advent for 

our beautiful Holden Vespers worship, with hymns 

written by Marty Haugen. 

Poinsettia Order Forms are now available in your 

bulletin.  Place your order form with a check 

(payable to Holy Trinity & “Poinsettia” in memo 

line) or cash in the offering basket or to the church 

office.  Please put any unused order forms on the 

Usher’s table or Children’s tables to be reused for 

the future. 

Looking for a new Worship Assistant Scheduler:  

After seven years, David Reinhard is retiring from 

his volunteer position of Worship Assistant 

Scheduler, and the Church Office is looking for 

someone to step in as his replacement.  With the 

help of Sign Up Genius, the task isn’t very difficult 

or time consuming, and Dave is willing to train his 

replacement.  If you’re interested, please see Mark 

in the Church Office.   

New Grounds Coffee House will take place here at 

Holy Trinity on Friday, December 20, 2019 at 6:00 

PM.  Come and listen to some local bands.  

Refreshments will be available. 

Offering Envelopes for 2020 are now available in 

your mailboxes.  If you feel like you’re missing your 

Offering Envelopes, or to be added to the list, 

please notify the Church Office, or Dan Scammon.  

 

Dover Friendly Kitchen will be held on Tuesday, 

December 24 at 4:00 PM, at St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church in Dover, across from the library.  All are 

welcome to volunteer on Christmas Eve to help 

feed the hungry in the Dover area.  For more 

information, please see Jill Schock, Bonnie Sanders, 

or the Church Office. Anyone willing to bake an 

extra dozen cookies are welcome to drop off their 

cookies with the Church Office.  We love to give the 

hungry at the Dover Friendly Kitchen an extra 

helping of cookies to take home for Christmas. 

Please drop off Cookies by Sunday, December 22 at 

noon with the Church Office. 

Christmas Eve Worship Services will be as follows:  

4:00 PM family service; 8:00 PM candlelight 

service; 10:30 PM candlelight service. All are 

welcome!  

Alternative Gifts Cards/Catalogs: Do you think 

about making the celebration of Christmas more 

meaningful? Why not purchase an alternative gift 

for those who really need them and send a nice 

card that has the “story” of the gift to a family 

member or friend. Look for the Alternative Gifts 

Catalogs and cards at a table on Sunday mornings 

or in the church office. Please use the order 

envelopes provided to help us distribute funds as 

requested. 

Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, 

January 26 between our services.  In 

preparation for our Annual Meeting, 

we will meet between services on 

Sunday, January 19 to discuss the 

2020 Budget.   

Annual Meeting team reports are due by Sunday, 

January 19. 
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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Third Sunday of Advent – Sunday, December 15, 2019 - 11:00 a.m. 

 

Call to Worship 

P: When the sun rises what shall we sing? 

C: “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

P: And when chaos and violence echo on the screen? 

C:  “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

P: For our God is a God of justice and peace. 

C:  “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

P: So when all is wrong, or all is right, 

C:  “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

P: Yes, when all is wrong, or all is right, 

C: We will sing with joy and delight, 

Of the God of justice and love and peace. 

P:  “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In front of God and this church, I confess— I am quick to complain, quick 

to criticize and conform. I am quick to forget, quick to doubt and deny. 

Instead of singing praise, I often stay silent. 
 

C: May the God of shepherds and kings,  

The God of starlight and new life, 

Offer you grace and show you the way home.   
 

P: Amen. 
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C: In front of God and this church, we confess— We are quick to 

complain, quick to criticize and conform. We are quick to forget, 

quick to doubt and deny. Instead of singing praise, we often stay 

silent. 

P: May the God of shepherds and kings, The God of starlight and new life, 

Offer you grace and show you the way home.  

C: Amen. 

Gathering Song  ELW 249 — Please stand as able— 
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Greeting 
P:  May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. 

C:  Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen 

our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may 

walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
The remaining lessons appointed for use on this Sunday are located in the announcements of 

this worship booklet. You are invited to read them during the collection of offerings or 

Communion. You are also invited to take this booklet home with you and read the lessons and 

prayers as part of family worship or individual devotions. 

First Reading  —Please be seated— 

L: A reading from Isaiah 35:1-10 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

  the majesty of our God. 
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 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 
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 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message  —Please be seated— 

The children are invited to come forward to join the Pastor at the Chancel for a message.  

 ELW 240, verse 3 
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Gospel Acclamation ELW 533, verse 5 — Please stand as able— 
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Gospel 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 11:2-11 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 

wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 

news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 

me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 

the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  —Please be seated— 
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Hymn of the Day                  ELW 836   — Please stand as able— 
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Prayers of the People  

LD: Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 
 

 —A brief silence—      
 

LD: Holy God, we rejoice that your promises take on flesh in Jesus. Grant 

patience to your church awaiting the fulfillment of your reign of justice 

and peace. Restore in us the hope that we are called to proclaim to the 

world. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: Life-giving God, we rejoice that you coax flowers from the desert and 

water from the wilderness. Send rain to parched fields and sun to 

flooded plains. Nurture all that lies sleeping under frozen ground. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: We lift before you all those whose work puts them in harm’s way for the 

sake of others, especially first responders and servicewomen and men 

who are stationed around the world.  Allow all people to return home 

safely and keep them close to you.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: Gracious God, we rejoice that you dwell in human bodies. Renew signs 

of your joyful presence in people of all shapes, sizes, ages, and abilities. 

Empower all to embrace their callings and the gifts of your Spirit. We 

pray especially for those whose names are said out loud or silently.                  

—A brief silence—      Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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LD: We pray for our partners in mission and ministry: Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop 

James Hazelwood and the New England Synod, Pastor Livingstone 

Msungu and the Isimani congregation in Tanzania, Fundaninos 

Orphanage in Guatemala, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land, Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Congregation, Ascentria 

Care Alliance and Camp Calumet.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, 

that in each day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in 

Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 

P: May the peace of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – which passes all 

understanding, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them. Please 

remember to greet the children too. Please be seated after the Sharing of God’s Peace. 

MEAL 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, 

money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
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Offertory Song  ELW 692 
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Offertory Prayer 
LD: Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have 

already given to sustain our lives and to share with others. Help us to be 

good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and let our lives be a 

testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger. 

 C: Amen. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and 

wine, the body and blood.  You will receive a wafer (gluten free wafers are available).  Next, you 

may drink from the common cup, or you may take a pre-filled glass of non-alcoholic wine.  

Please put the glass in the basket at the end.  If you would like to receive communion, but you 

are unable to come forward, please ask someone to talk to the ushers and we will bring 

communion to you. 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    —pg. 190—      

 

Words of Institution   
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Lord's Prayer 

Feel free to use the version of the Lord’s Prayer you are most comfortable with. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

Communion pg. 191 —Please be seated— 
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Communion Hymns:   

While others are communing, you are invited to sing a communion hymn or to meditate on the 

readings and prayers for the day.   Communion Hymn #1: ELW 781 
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 491 
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Communion Hymn #3: ELW 257 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44656. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Sending of Communion  —Please remain seated— 

P: Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: 

Bless those who go forth to carry your Word and sacrament to our 

sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and compassion, 

nourish and strengthen them with hope through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

SENDING 

Communion Blessing   
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. 

C: Amen. 

Rites of Passage and Announcements  

The congregation is invited to share birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events in the 

life of its members. Subsequently, brief announcements may be made, especially those related 

to the congregation’s participation in God's mission in the world. 
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Sending Hymn ELW 537  —Please stand as able— 
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Benediction 

Please move across the aisle and join hands. 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor and 

give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen. 

Dismissal   

LD: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 







Christmas Eve 

December 24th, 2019 

Family Service: 4:00pm 

Candlelight Service: 

8:00pm & 10:30pm 


